Genetic testing in chronic pancreatitis.
Genetic changes associated with some forms of chronic pancreatitis have been recently defined. There are three genes that play a role, each with a variety of genotypes and different pathologic mechanisms and clinical correlations. Selection of the appropriate diagnostic tests requires integration of the clinical and family history and the interpretation of results has a significant impact on genetic counseling for the patient and family. The relative significance of some variant alleles is still under investigation as they are common in the population and show low penetrance. Knowledge of the pathophysiology of each abnormal allele could lead the way towards more specific therapeutic options in the future.